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WWF was founded in 1961 and
has been the first conservation
organization invited to work in
China in 1980.
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WWEF is the world’s largest
independent conservation
organization with a global
network in over 100
countries. We have offices in
over half of the countries
along the Belt and Road
Initiative.
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China’ s per capita Ecological
Footprint is 2.2 global
hectares in 2010. We would
need 1.3 planets to support
our needs if all people share
the same footprint.

1 Trillion USD —p{z25%

Total amount of green credit loan
balance issued by 21 major Chinese

2010 EHEMAHESRITE banks by June 2016 .
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WWF for China’s
Ecolngical [ivilization and Green Shift

Front cover photo by John Mackinnon / WWF
WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the planet's natural environment Edited by Wang Yiting and Wang Yujie / WWF

and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature by: Designed by Wang Yujie / WWF and Liu Sihang / Bahua
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ensurlng that the use of renewable natural resources is sustalnable . .

-p g the reduction of pollution and ful I For more information, please contact
Wang Yiting

WWWw. panda.org Program Development Manager
Tel: +86 10 68093666 @ E /__—E QEE
ytwang@wwfchina.org 5 B 25 (R
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China and the World
RESHR

More than three decades after China embarked on
economic reform, it has become the world’s second
largest economy and foreign investor, trading and
investing in almost every corner of the world. China also
leads the world in producing and deploying renewable
and clean technologies.

Urbanization and increasing consumption of resources
produced domestically and overseas inevitably put new
pressure on the natural environment. By 2012, China’s
per capita Ecological Footprint was already 2.5 times of
its own bio-capacity.

The Chinese government has spoken of its
unprecedented vision to build an ‘ecological civilization’
and its commitment to South-South cooperation. It has
demonstrated its leadership in global climate
negotiations and environmental governance.

The battle for the future of our planet will rely heavily on
the path China will take. WWF is supporting China’s
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Looking to the future
EERFE

The 13" Five Year Plan sets “Green Development” as one
of the five national development pillar concepts in China
with mandatory targets. From the going out policy in the
2000s, China is increasingly articulating its global
ambition, through the establishment of the Asia
Infrastructure Investment Bank, the launch of the Belt
and Road Initiative, and the issuance of “China’s
National Plan on Implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development”, which makes China one of
the leading countries on implementing SDGs worldwide.

If adequate and proactive environmental and social
standards are not applied to these investments and
current consumption patterns go unabated, China’s
Ecological Footprint will continue to grow.

WWEF will continue to support China and its global

partners on its journey to ecological civilization. We will

leverage the knowledge, experience an atio ur
different programs have accumula r
around the world can offer.
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transition to a green and low-carbon economy, which can
become a new engine for global sustainable development.
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WWEF recognizes the surpassing importance of China’s growing role in the
world — and our opportunity to help shape it. In 2008, we launched the China
for a Global Shift Initiative, working with the Chinese government,and leading
companies, civil societies in China, Africa and countries along Belt & Road .
WWEF believes that China can become a leader and innovator in prompting a

global paradigm shift toward living within our Planetary Boundaries'.
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WWF’s Vision: China leads the paradigm shift toward
ecological civilization and living within planetary boundaries
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"The planetary boundaries concept illustrates how global patterns of consumption and production lead to impacts and risks for both natural and human systems (Living
Planet Report 2016).
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Our Objectives
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1.Articulating and Practicing Ecological Civilization

Chinese government’s key development planning platforms
integrate stronger environmental standards and bring
systemic changes to economic, social and foreign cooperation

policies.

2.Greening China’s financial system

China’s financial regulators, leading Chinese banks and China-
initiated new development banks implement sustainability
measures to govern domestic and global lending, redirect
financial flows to conserve forest, marine, and water resource

and boost sustainable energy and low-carbon development.

3.Transforming development cooperation

Chinese government’s key foreign cooperation platforms (e.g.
Belt and Road Initiative, Forum on China Africa Cooperation)
strengthen governance on natural resource flows and

cash flows, as well as promote mutual achievement of the

Sustainable Development Goals.

4.Bringing sustainability standards to China’s supply
chains

The sum of priority commodities from priority places
produced in or imported to China that meets credible schemes
or under improved management reaches a critical level of

market share.

5.Encouraging sustainable lifestyles

By 2020, five million Chinese consumers and 25,000
companies demonstrate awareness and willingness to
purchase products with credible standards or under improved

management.
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29 RR1T > 800 8RT
29 banks 800 employees

BEFIE 10%
One trillion green credit accounts
for nearly 10% of the total loan
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Chinese financial institutions not only play a crucial role in
China’s domestic economy and social development, but in the

Belt and Road Initiative and South-South Cooperation as well.

WWF has a strategic partnership with the China Banking
Regulatory Commission. We advised on the development of
Green Credit Guidelines (GCG) along with relevant monitoring
measures. We also supported the Green Credit Statistical
system, a process of ranking Chinese banks’ performance in
green finance, as well as GCG framework’s global expansion
and cooperation. Together, WWF and CBRC developed and
delivered sector-specific green credit training programmes to
more than 800 staff from 29 Chinese banks. GCG facilitated
the issuance of US$1 trillion worth of green credit at the end

of 2016, accounting for about 10 percent of total loans.
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“China has been a pioneer among emerging FANERRR S B E - R ERR R AR O E SR S 1ER A,
markets in developing a comprehensive BB 54 & X E ZMALERIEITIE A W X IBA T RE.

regulatory framework for sustainable
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China’s approach to green credit is pioneering emerging markets, and
policy-makers are looking at China for its experience. We will help facilitate

communication and exchange of relevant knowledge and experiences, particularly

(BHE-ATRHEHRRK) , EFRERAR

Financing a sustainable future, International
Finance Corporation We are also working with China-ASEAN Environmental Cooperation Center

among bankers in the BRICS countries and Africa.

and Chinese financial institutions to pilot the integration of environmental and
social risk factors into investment decision-making in the Lancang-Mekong River

region.

The Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the New Development
Bank of BRICS countries will play an important part in the global finance

infrastructure. We have already started cooperating with these organizations.
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WWEF established China Sustainable Retail
Roundtable (CSRR) in 2013, in partnership
with the China Chain Store and Franchise
Association (CCFA). The roundtable brings
together China’s biggest retailers and
producers of food with organizations working
on credible certification schemes. Members
include multinational and domestic brands
such as Walmart, Carrefour, METRO,
AEON, H&M and IKEA. CSRR hosts Green
Sustainable Consumption Week,which
reached over 35 million consumers in 2015.
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China is no longer just the “world factory”: its dominant role in global commodity

markets provides it with tremendous leverage to improve global supply chains.

The growing appetite of China’s rapidly urbanizing population for seafood,
meat, grains, fibre, and other commodities drives economic growth in producing
countries. But it also puts pressure on vulnerable fisheries, rainforests, and

landscapes worldwide.

Globally, WWF’s approach to influence supply chains has been to partner with
selected companies and change their purchasing behavior to tip markets. In
China, where the market is fragmented and very responsive to government policy
directions, WWF works to create an atmosphere for more accessible trading of

sustainable commodities.
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“We need to change production patterns and
people’s lifestyles, to vigorously promote green
production and green circulation of goods and
actively promote green consumption that conserves
resources, protects the environment and reduces

carbon emissions.”

—BHMERI S FEZETTIR, 2010 4

Li Kegiang, then Chinese Vice Premier, 2010
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WWPF’s Working Areas:

« Introducing international best practices, standards

and certification schemes into China, such as the Forestry
Stewardship Council, Marine Stewardship Council and
Aquaculture Stewardship Council, Roundtable on Sustainable

Palm Oil, and Roundtable on Responsible Soy.

« Promoting sectorial guidelines and policies for sustainable

production and procurement.

« Securing the commitment of producers and key players in
China’s paper, timber, real estate, palm oil, soy, meat, and
consumer retail markets to green their supply chains. Key

players include IKEA, Apple, and Vanke.

» Mobilizing consumers and building demand for sustainably
and responsibly produced products. For example, through
launching the Roundtable on China Sustainable Retail

Roundtable and hosting Sustainable Consumption Week.
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' In 2010, China’s per capita Ecological Footprint was more than twice its available

¥ Diological capacity, meaning that China’s biologically productive area could not
provide sufficient renewable resources and services for the Chinese population. At
the same time, the number of China’s terrestrial vertebrate fell by 49.7% compared

to that in 1970. The loss of biodiversity is a serious issue.

When WWEF first introduced the concept of Ecological Footprint into China, it was a
sensitive topic. Today it is widely used by government agencies and popular media
to evaluate human impact on natural systems. Local governments such as Yunnan
Province have applied this concept to measure the progress of their ecological
civilization. Simultaneously, by taking proactive actions, we aim to work with our
partners to curb the continuous decrease of Living Planet Index and increase of

© Michel Gunther / WWF ecological footprint, as well as to provide Chinese solutions for “One Living Planet”.
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“Our country’s ecological security still faces dire
challenges. WWF’s China Ecological Footprint 2012 report
shows that the rate of China’s Ecological Footprint growth
far exceeds the pace at which our bio-capacity can increase
and is more than double China’s current bio-capacity.”

EHEFRREIER BET, TZERURE

Chen Jining, then Minister of Environmental Protection,
‘Outlook on the 13th Five Year Plan’
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WWPF’s Work

By working with government ministries, top research
institutes and think-tanks, we initiated the publication of
China Ecological Footprint and Living Planet Report since
2008 (in 2015 it was renamed as Living Planet Report: China

2015)

WWEF also actively collaborates with partners to provide
sectorial and province-specific policy recommendations. We
support China’s goals of building an ecological civilization and
meeting Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) together with

its development partners.
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“China-Africa cooperation will never
be pursued at the expense of Africa’s
ecosystem and long-term interests.”

—3iEFERE, 2015 EAHNTE
RIEAERIEEANEBRE SN
President Xi Jinping, 6th Ministerial
Conference of the Forum on China-

Africa Cooperation (FOCAC),
Johannesburg 2015
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China has emerged to be Africa’s biggest trading partner (US$1491 billion

in 2016) and a major investor. From policy to practice, WWF works in both
China and Africa to integrate environmental and social standards into China’s

investment frameworks and Chinese companies’ operations.

Through advocacy across China and 10 African countries, WWF has contributed
to the inclusion of issues like sustainable forest management, illegal wildlife

trade, green finance and climate change in FOCAC action plans®.

While we encourage China-funded enterprises in Kenya, Tanzania and
Mozambique to enhance environmental and social standards, we also urge
governments to commit to improving overall investment environment, such as
adopting Strategic Environmental Assessment early in investment decision-

making, and issuing environmental guidelines for the mining sector.

WWF works with China’s State Forestry Administration and national government
departments in Mozambique and Gabon on sustainable forestry by Chinese
companies. In Gabon, WWF established the Gabon-China Sustainable Forestry
Roundtable. Twelve Chinese companies have pledged to comply with the SFA’s

voluntary guidelines on sustainable overseas forests management and utilization.

WWF will facilitate cooperation and exchange among entrepreneurs and other
stakeholders in Africa and China to scale up sustainable energy access starting

with countries like Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia.

2T RIMRA T =ERFRERA NS ERIE .

2The action plans set out China’s commitments to Africa over a three-year period.



